Eight Years of Palestinian Terror


Palestinian convenience is not more important than Jewish lives,


particularly as the Palestinians themselves are responsible for the conditions that have forced Israel to implement such stringent

security measures. 

Israeli casualties, the majority of them civilian, in the opening months of the Second Intifada were 43 killed and 263 injured.  The figures rose to 204 and 1572 in 2001 and reached a horrendous peak of 451 and 2307 in 2002.  Suicide and other bombings, the abduction and subsequent savage murders of individual Jews, sniper attacks, drive-by shootings and ambushes, aimed at soldiers and civilians alike, were a daily occurrence at the height of the Second Intifada and still occur to this day.  In the 2001-2004 period, there were 13,370 incidents of shooting (showing how false is the image of Israelis oppressing helpless civilians who can only respond by throwing stones). 

Thereafter, primarily as a result of more effective Israeli security measures (of which the much maligned security fence has been a key component), the annual casualty tolls have been progressively lower, but terror-related deaths and injuries continue to this day.  In all, 1110 Israelis were killed and 6596 injured between September 2000 and the end of 2006 [February 10, 2007, Source: Israel Security Agency]   A high proportion of these casualties came about through the especially horrific Palestinian tactic of suicide terrorism, of which there were 152 such incidents.  The impact of this “total war” against soldier and civilian, young and old alike on a society that, like Israel’s, has a relatively small population cannot be under-estimated. 

What the Israeli death and injury toll does not reveal, moreover, is the very high number of terrorist attacks that have been attempted, a figure far higher than those attacks that were ‘successfully’ carried out.
