AN ANTI-APARTHEID ACTIVIST’S VIEW

“Nearly three years ago | underwent an operation in a Jerusalem hospital. The surgeon was Jewish,
the anaesthetist was Arab. The doctors and nurses who looked after me were Jews and Arabs. | lay
in bed for a month and watched as they gave the same skilled care to other patients - half of whom
were Arabs and half of whom were Jewish - all sharing the same wards, operating theatres and
bathrooms.

After that experience | have difficulty understanding anyone who equates Israel with apartheid
South Africa. What | saw in the Hadassah Mt Scopus hospital was inconceivable in the South Africa
where | spent most of my life, growing up and then working as a journalist who specialised in
exposing apartheid. It didn't happen and it couldn’t happen. Blacks and whites were strictly
separated and blacks got the least and the worst”.

Former South African journalist and anti-apartheid activist Benjamin Pogrund



